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MEET THE COMMITTEE

So that you know who we are, here’s the 
Committee for 2013

Chairman’s 
Message

Jen Harley
Chairman
(Maple Leaf )

Jackie Catterall
Secretary
(JackieC)

Cass Flowers
*geocass*

Lilian Maund
(Mollyjak)

Terry Marsh
(countrymatters)

Steve McGeough
(bobo frett)

Dave Edwards
(The Wombles)

Dax Wood
(daddyanddude)

As I write this, the nomination 
period for GAGB Chairman for 
2013/2014 has just opened (and 
closed on the 23rd October). 
The Chairman position is 
selected first, followed by 
the eight Committee places.  
More information about the 
elections including all the 
dates can be found on pages 4 

and 5 and the nominations thread will be in the GAGB 
forums. I’d ask all GAGB members to participate in 
the elections, whether that is to nominate, vote or to 
stand.

I have enjoyed my first year as Chairman in what is the 
GAGB’s 10th anniversary year, and hope to be able to 
continue in this position for another year. There are 
things that the committee have started that I wish to 
continue with and would also like to be able to spread 
the GAGB name even further.

I’d like to thank the current committee for their help 
and support this year and hope to continue working 
with some of you again.  Also, a huge thank you to 
Dave (The Wombles) who after 10 years – as a founder 
member, committee member and Chairman – has 
decided to have a break from the committee and 
spend more time with his family.

This issue of Seeker includes an article from Dr Evil, 
who I think is still in shock after being announced 
‘Geocacher of the Month’ for August by Groundspeak. 
I also believe he is the first UK geocacher to receive 
this award. 

However, he is not the first Geocacher of the Month 
award under the coverage of Seeker magazine as 
AbbeyAckbar from Dublin won it in December 2011.  
AbbeyAckbar is a caching name I recognised from when 
I used to update the GAGB calendar, but I was pleased 
to meet them both (and she isn’t called Abbey!) when 
*mouse* and I went on our Irish road trip in August – 
full story in this issue (page 8)

I hope to be back writing this column in the January 
issue, but in the meantime enjoy the autumn weather  
- a great time of the year for caching.

Jen

http://gagb.co.uk/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=53
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GAGB and other News

GAGB Committee 
Elections
Back in 2003 it was felt that geocaching in the United 
Kingdom could usefully be represented by a body that 
could provide a national point of contact, not only for 
geocachers but for landowners, the media and others 
with a general interest in what was clearly a rapidly 
developing pursuit.
 The founder members set out the aims of 
the association, announced its creation on the major 
listings sites, and invited UK cachers to join. After 
a short period, during which people joined, and 
finishing touches to the aims were debated, elections 
were called and a committee voted in.

Today, the Association’s objects are to enhance and 
progress geocaching as an activity within Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland by:
1. liaising with land owners, agreeing mutually 
beneficial good practices so that geocaching on their 
land is approved and encouraged.
2. helping all geocachers to enjoy the activity 
without falling foul of the civil and criminal laws of 
the land.
3. establishing good geocaching practices 
by accepting advice from land, environmental, 
archaeological, historical and other relevant bodies.
4. acting as intermediaries, and being the first 
point of call, for all interested parties in the United 
Kingdom ensuring that the positive educational, 
environmental and recreational aspects of caching 
are properly represented.
5. providing assistance to the geocaching 
community as appropriate, within the Association’s 
means.
6. keeping membership of the Association free 
of charge.
7. maintaining the Association’s independence 
and freedom from commercial influence, subject to 
the proviso that nothing in this clause shall prevent the 
Association from accepting payment for advertising 
on its website or other material or products produced 
by or on behalf of the Association.

Annually, during the month of November a new 
Chairman and committee are elected, and now it’s 
that time of year..... The cut off date for being a GAGB 
member and able to stand, nominate or vote: Tuesday 
1st October 2013.

Nominations for Chairman open: 
Thursday, 17th October 2013

Close of nominations for Chairman: 
Wednesday, 23rd October 2013

Election for Chairman: 
Friday, 1st-Tuesday, 5th November 2013 

Nominations for Committee open: 
Friday, 8th November 2013

Close of nominations for Committee: 
Thursday, 14th November 2013

Election of Committee: 
Friday, 22nd-Saturday, 30th November 2013

 

By the time you read this, the Chairman nominations 
will have been received and the voting will be taking 
place.

The committee nominations and elections will follow 
and by the 1st December, we should know who the 
committee for 2013/2014.

Do you want to stand for election to the Committee?

What is involved with being on the GAGB Committee?

The Executive Committee consists of a Chairman and 
not more than 8 members.   There are a few key roles 
that are designated, but otherwise responsibilities 
are shared amongst the team – the aim being that it 
doesn’t put too much burden on any single person and 
allows us all to fit the GAGB work into our normal lives 
and still allow us time to get outside and go caching!

However, being a committee member, does involve 
being in regular contact with the rest of the team and 
is not just the regular committee meetings.  We have 
committee forums, where things are discussed as well 
as having to deal with incoming emails and phone 
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Groundspeak have announced that a Travel Bug® will soon be taking a ride with 
astronaut Rick Mastracchio to the International Space Station. The mission is 
scheduled to launch from Kazakhstan at 4:08 GMT on 7th November.

Rick will live aboard the space station for six months, and plans to use the Travel 
Bug as a tool to teach students on Earth about geography and science. He’ll also 
earn the Solar System’s most elusive smiley and find the International Space 
Station geocache.

Geocaching HQ will issue a ‘Geocaching in Space’ souvenir to those who attend 
Event Caches during the launch. You can watch the launch live online, or check out 
the recording later to celebrate the geocaching community’s spirit of exploration.

BOLDLY GOING...

calls from the public and geocachers, so having a daily 
look at the forums and emails is ideal.
The names of the current committee members are on 
the inside front cover of this issue, but we all have to 
retire – although we can be nominated and elected 
again. 

Do you know someone that you think would be good to 
be on the committee?  The GAGB is there to represent 
geocaching in the UK, so this is your opportunity to 
have your say and nominate someone that you think 
would be ideal to be on the committee...but do get 
their consent first.

Key positions and responsibilities  
• Chairman
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Webmaster / Forum Admin
• Editor of Seeker magazine

Additional responsibilities
• GLAD management
• Membership registration processing
• GAGB telephone number enquires
• Email enquiries – public and geocachers
• GAGB event calendar updating

Assuming the candidate nominations exceed the 
number of vacancies, there will two elections 
(Chairman and Committee).  Every GAGB member 
should receive an email with information about the 
candidates and instructions on how to vote.   

Please use your vote – every GAGB member (prior to 
1st October 2013) is entitled to vote.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Kent Mega: 4 May 2014
The Hop Farm, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6PY. (www.kentmega.co.uk)
Piratemania 7: 25-26-27 July 2014 

Hutton-In-The-Forest. Nr Penrith. CA11 9TH. Main Event Day Saturday 26th July  (GC4NCX1)
UK Mega Event: Ayrshire and Arran: 2 August 2014 

Ayr Racecourse, 2-6 Whitletts Road, Ayr KA8 0JE (GC4HBG4)

http://coord.info/GC4NCX1
http://coord.info/GC4HBG4
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The morning of the 5th of 
September started like any 
other day: I woke up, made 

breakfast for the kids, and checked 
my emails on my phone while the 
kettle boiled. 

As I scrolled down, I saw a message entitled 
“HELLO from geocaching HQ”. I thought: 
‘That’s a strange one’. So, I opened it. It 

said “Congratulations on your 
nomination for Geocacher of the 
Month! You have been selected as 
one of the top three contestants 
for Augusts’ Featured Geocacher 
of the Month award.” I was 
shocked. Me? Really? They must 
have the wrong person, but after 
a few emails back and forth, it 
turned out that, no, they had the 
right person. 

Mumma Fox (Laura) had put me forward for the award, she like a lot of people who 
find my caches know I’m not a fan of a small clip and lock container, at the bottom of a 

Who? 
Me?!
Paul Standen (Dr Evil) explains 
how he became GCHQ’s 
‘Geocacher of the Month’...

“They 
must have 
the wrong 
person”
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tree covered in stones. I like to put a lot of thought into my 
caches, making them different, but fun all at the same time.

Also my YouTube channel has inspired lots of new 
geocachers, and that I think was a major factor in my 
winning ‘Geocacher of the Month’.

The first few days went by and I had people telling me that 
a lot of folk were voting for me on the geocaching page. But 
I agreed with myself that I was not going to look at people’s 
comments until the competition had finished. To be honest 
I thought I was not going to win, as I was up against two 
powerhouse geocachers from America and Germany.
 
The cut off date for comments had now past and I was 

sitting down to relax after a awful day at work when my phone went ping. So, I picked it 
up and saw it was another email from geocaching HQ. I passed the phone to the wife and 
asked her to read it out to me, expecting them to say thank you for everything but you 
are a runner up. But, no! It read: “Congratulations on your nomination for Geocacher of 
the Month! You’ll be named August’s featured Geocacher of the Month.” 

I was totally gobsmacked. I was really not expecting that!

After it all sank in my wife 
said I should now read what 
people have put in the 
comments about me. I was 
amazed my fan base from 
around the world that watch 

my YouYube video’s mixed with local Surrey/
Sussex geocachers had come out in force saying 
why I should be geocacher of the month: it was 
all very overwhelming.

The next day it was announced by geocaching.
com that I had won. My phone went mental. I  
had texts, phone calls and emails from people 
I’ve cached with in the past, and people I didn’t 
even know. It was a great feeling that I had so 
much support. I have recently found from the 
Chairman of the GAGB (Maple Leaf) that I’m 
the first person in the UK to win the ‘Geocacher 
of the Month’ award, which is crazy as the UK 
has a lot of awesome geocachers who hide 
brilliant caches. It won’t be long until we have 
another, I’m sure.

I have organised a ‘Thank you’ event In Caterham, Surrey (GC4PRW4) so that I can thank 
everyone who voted for me.

“I was totally 
gobsmacked”

Who? Me?!

http://www.youtube.com/user/MrGeoPaul
http://coord.info/GC4PRW4
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An Irish adventure

 *mouse* (and Maple Leaf) head to Ireland for a weekend packed full of 
caches, counties and two very special events, as Ali Hampson reports

Images © Ali Hampson The Fruitless Tree: GC1NRKW

http://coord.info/GC1NRKW


Seeker November 2013  9

An Irish adventure
As well as attending two events in County Wexford, 
our plan was to find as many memorable and special 
caches in as many Irish counties as possible. So after 
a couple of quick drive-bys close to the airport and a 
short run on the M50, we found ourselves winding 
up through the beautiful Wicklow Mountains to find 
‘GC26BHD Let’s Get Fizzical’, a challenge cache where 
you must have found all 81 difficulty and terrain grid 
combinations before you can claim the find. The views 
of Dublin from here were spectacular and the Wicklow 
Mountains are definitely somewhere I want to come 
back to and explore further.
 

*mouse* with GC43, Europe’s First cache (© Jen Harley)

Next stop was the picturesque coastal town of Bray, 
and this time it was to find a cache that’s been on my 
‘To do’ list for a very long time – ‘GC43 Europe’s First’. 
After parking up near Bray beach, we headed south 
along the coastal path with its lovely views across the 
sea. It wasn’t long before I was diving into the bracken 
for the final short sharp climb up to ground zero, 
where I was rewarded with a nice big tub overflowing 
with travel bugs and the accolade of having found the 
oldest cache in Europe.
 
This part of the Irish coastline is really beautiful and 
the DART railway runs all the way from Dublin to 

Bray, making GC43 readily accessible for anyone who 
might be thinking of making a special trip from the 
UK to find this historic cache.
 
After a quick lunch stop back in Bray (fish kebabs 
and chips – yummy!) it was back on the road for a 
few more finds before checking into our B&B and 
then heading over to the Trading Post campsite 
at Ballyhaught for our first event of the weekend 
‘GC4E70J Trading Stories’. We had a pleasant evening 
swapping travel bugs, watching a mad dash for FTF on 
a newly published hide and chatting with other cachers 
who had travelled from all over Ireland to be there 
for the weekend. The Irish community made us feel 
very welcome and it was good to catch up with event 
organiser Eclectic Penguin, who made the move out to 
Ireland from the UK last year.
 
The next morning we were up bright and early, and 
after an enormous full Irish breakfast, Maple Leaf 
and I were back at the Trading Post to join a group 
of cachers and locals for a walk to commemorate the 
Irish Rebellion of 1798. The weather was bright and 
sunny – just perfect for tackling the six mile route, 
which passed a number of historical places of interest. 
As part of the celebration of this newly created 
footpath, cacher Eclectic Penguin has worked with the 
local community to hide a series of caches along the 
track, marking the sites of historical interest along the 
way. The path passes through the Wexford countryside 
slowing climbing up to the top of Oulart Hill where a 
stunning monument has been built to commemorate 
the 1798 rebellion and this important part of Irish 
history.
 
After this pleasant walk (and some mouth-watering 
cake provided for us at the end), we had some time 
before the evening event and so we decided it to 
jump back in the car and tick off some more Irish 
counties. We headed South West making for the town 
of Carrick-On-Suir in Co. Tipperary and then cached 
our way back to Wexford via Co. Kilkenny and Co. 
Waterford. The caches in this part of Ireland are fewer 
and farther between than we’ve been used to in the UK 

An Irish Adventure

Our flight left Bristol early in the morning, so by 10am we’d picked up 
our hire car at Dublin airport, and were ready for a fun-packed weekend 

Irish road trip. 

http://coord.info/GC26BHD
http://coord.info/GC43
http://coord.info/GC4E70J
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in recent years, but each one we found had been placed 
somewhere interesting. Amongst others we stopped 
at a virtual cache, the ship Dunbrody, moored at New 
Ross and even made the obligatory stop at a Guinness 
brewery in Waterford to find a cache hidden outside!

Soon it was time to head back North to the ‘GC4E0BF 
On A Story Tellers Night’ event which was completely 
unlike any other I’ve been to before. Tucked away 
inside the tiny Irish ‘Story House’, we were treated to 
an evening of stories and songs next to a roaring log 
fire. A lovely way to end a busy day.
 
All too soon it was our last day in 
Ireland, and once again we were 
determined to fit in as much as 
possible. The sun was shining 
again and we plotted our route 
North to take in Counties Carlow, 
Laois, Kildare, Offaly, West Meath 
and Meath. The caches once 
again took us to some fantastic 
spots, including the quirky tree 
at GC1NRKW, a megalithic tomb 
at GC2CMM6 and my favourite 
stop of the day, which was the 
ruin of Dunamase Castle at 
GC1XV20, where the views of the 
surrounding countryside were 

fantastic.
 
By the end of the day our tally for the weekend was 
forty-five caches, two events, twelve counties and 
two regions. Sadly, all too soon it was time to board 

our plane and head back to Britain. But with quality 
caches, beautiful countryside and with budget airlines 
taking less than an hour from the UK you can be out 
exploring the beautiful Irish countryside in no time at 
all. I for one will definitely be back soon!

An Irish Adventure

The House of Stories:  GC4E0BF
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http://coord.info/GC4DJPW
http://coord.info/GC4E0BF
http://coord.info/GC1NRKW
http://coord.info/GC2CMM6
http://coord.info/GC1XV20
http://coord.info/GC4E0BF
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Signing logs

In a previous letter to the Editor I posed a question 
about the need to actually sign the log in order to 
qualify as having ‘Found’ the cache. Groundspeak’s 
guidelines state simply: “Physical caches can be logged 
online as ‘Found’ once the physical log has been 
signed.” To me that seems clear enough, but from the 
Halls of Objection I here cries of, ‘Ah, but, they are 
only guidelines, not rules’, which rather implies that 
there may be circumstances when adhering to the 
guidelines is neither necessary nor possible. So, I got to 
thinking about it.
 In my time as a geocacher, I’ve encountered 
caches where the log was missing altogether, where 
it had degenerated to pulp and was physically 
unsignable; where no amount of brute force could 
open the cache container (I always take a brute with 
me for just such occasions); and then there’s the 
nightmare roll jammed into a nano in such a way that 
you can’t get it out (tweezers or no tweezers), and then, 
assuming you do get it out, you have the task of re-
rolling it into the nano some time before Armageddon. 
 In my view, all these things seem to point to 
reasons why we have guidelines and not strict rules; 
I’d hate to tramp across wild moorland for hours, use 
my dodgy navigational skills to miraculously locate the 
cache, only to find that it had rusted solid, and that I 
couldn’t get into the container. So, guidelines are okay 
with me: I found the cache, I hugged it and squeezed 
it, and did my level best to sign the log.
 Then I realised that while such an approach 
was tolerable at a general level, caches come with a 
difficulty and terrain rating, and, for me, that means 
that the question I posed previously – about actually 
being able to see a cache, but unable to get to it (and 
this must apply to caches up trees) – needs revision. 
DT ratings are given for a reason, and so (subject to 
my comments above about the log being available 
for signing), unless you have actually handled the 
container, you haven’t fulfilled the DT rating, and 
haven’t earned the Brownie points on your DT grid. 
 So I guess I’m going to have to go back down 
the Severn and find a way of scaling that railway 
buttress. Tut, says he. 

                                                                 3 fatties

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the EDITOR

Cache Pages

We have a couple of caches where it is important 
how the caches are approached, due to sensitivity of 
adjoining land. These caches are placed in accordance 
with guidelines and with landowners’ permission, but 
because we would like to keep them there and keep the 
adjoining areas nice, there are statements on the cache 
pages requesting that they are approached in certain 
ways or specifically not from some directions.
 From Logs it seems that some cachers delight 
in not only ignoring this important instruction, 
but telling everyone that they have done it. Already 
because of this, one cache has had to be archived and 
two others are in danger of having to go the same way, 
thus spoiling the enjoyment of other people.
 We also hear people saying openly that “Oh, we 
don’t read cache pages; we just find the caches”...well 
isn’t that half the point?
 Some of the good words on cache pages help 
those cachers with disabilities; cachers with young 
children; those with other illnesses, where steep 
approaches can’t be dealt with, and those with dogs 
that can’t manage certain terrains. These cache pages 
help us all enjoy being outside (even if it’s only possible 
to cache and dash).
 A ‘Please!’, then, to those setting caches to bear 
in mind that not everyone can leap over stiles, get 
through kissing-gates, or climb steep hills – so, please 
mention any such obstacles on the page. 
 Then a request to those who are seeking caches: 
please read what the cache owner has taken the trouble 
to write, and if they ask you not to do something – 
please don’t!
 Finally, when you have found the cache tell 
the CO in the Log what you thought; how you found 
it; were there access issues that others might need to 
know about. (It can be done without making the cache 
an easier find, you know!)

Thank you
Some Wiltshire cachers



12  Seeker November 2013

On the Atlantic Airways flight from London 
Gatwick, the pilot announced that the 
weather over the islands was that day 

unpredictable, and that the knack of flying there 
was to be over the islands when a hole appeared 
in the clouds. We thought he was joking; he 
wasn’t, as I realised while we circled for over 
an hour in search of said hole. On the brink of 
diverting to Iceland, the plane suddenly swooped 
earthwards and found something reassuring to 
bump into. We’d been told that they needed 
1,500 metres of visibility in order to land: as I 
stepped out of the plane, I could see just 200 
metres in all directions, and probably less than 

that upwards. But we were there: the Faroe 
Islands, fabled lands of Viking mythology, from 
which warriors brave and foolhardy ventured 
across the heaving seas to the isles of Britain.

The Faroe Islands consist of 18 major islands 
about 655 kilometres (407 miles) off the coast 
of Northern Europe, between the Norwegian 
Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean, about halfway 
between Iceland and Norway, the closest 
neighbours being the Northern and Western Isles 
of Scotland. Its coordinates are 62°00N 06°47W. 
The islands cover an area of 1,399 square 
kilometres (540 sq. miles) and have no major 

Geocaching in the Faroe Islands
Set off from Muckle Flugga, at the northernmost tip of the Shetland 
Islands, go half-left, roughly north-west, towards Iceland, and about 
halfway there you’ll find the Faroe Islands. It’s not exactly an away-
day, but if you enjoy geocaching in wild, rugged and achingly stunning 
landscapes, then this island group deserves attention...as editor, Terry 
Marsh (countrymatters) discovered.
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lakes or rivers. There are 1,117 kilometres (694 
mi) of coastline. The only significant uninhabited 
island is Lítla Dímun. The islands are rugged 
and rocky with some low peaks; the coasts are 
mostly cliffs. The highest point is Slættaratindur, 
882 metres (2,894 ft) above sea level.

For the geocacher, with only around 100 caches 
to go for – and some of those on the more remote 
islands – there has to be another dimension to 
your motivation. But the extravagant landscapes 
and sheer majesty of the place more than 
compensate. There is an over-riding sense of the 
primeval here, in the nicest possible sense...a 
tang of wild places, excitement laced with peril, 
wonder melded with awe.

Tørshavn is where it’s at, so to speak; a colourful, 
busy metropolis built around a natural harbour. 
From here, an enterprising local cacher had set 
up a lovely multi-cache based on information 
drawn at the sites of a number of statues (not all 
of which are in the centre of town – in fact, at the 
local tourist office, they couldn’t tell me where 
a couple of them were. Thankfully, a resident 
overheard the conversation – everyone speaks 
excellent English BTW – and promptly took over, 
a kind gesture that enabled me to complete the 

task). I actually manage a 
FTF, after a brief dalliance 
with a very detailed 
statue of a naked young 
lady cavorting sprightly 
in a park. “It’s over 
there”, she seemed to 
be saying...but my eyes 
were appreciating a 
different view!

Getting around is best 
done by hire car. Book 
one from the airport on 
the island of Vágar; you 
can’t get lost, there are 
very few roads, and only 
one set of traffic lights 
(in Tørshavn). Of course, 
I did get lost, but that 

was part of the fun, until the cloud cleared and 
I could see what I was driving along the edge of. 
Fabulous, lush sweeping mountains and valleys, 
waterfalls to spare and panorama so startling 
they make your eyes ache, and all mantled by a 
keen and invigorating sense of well-being.

Accommodation is best found in Tørshavn itself, 
although I stayed at the lovely Hotel Føroyar on 
the hillside above the town; it blends in well, 
not least because it is roofed with turf...strange 
to see some well-muffled gardener trekking 
back and forth with a mower along the adjacent 
rooftop while I made the most of some Faroese 
cuisine in the restaurant.

Many of the islands (accounting for 80% of the 
population) are linked by tunnels and bridges, 
so it is easy to get around, although it’s a rather 
convoluted ‘getting around’ because the roads 
largely follow the hugely indented coastline. The 
caches are not rammed in every 200 metres: no, 
here you need to drive a bit, savour the scenery 
and then stretch your legs. I met up with Ole 
Kristian Valle, a Norwegian now living in the 
Faroes, who as okvalle is responsible for a fair 
number of the caches I found. He had just done 
a 24-hour shift at some nearby establishment 

Geocaching in the Faroe Islands
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he wasn’t allowed to tell me about, so 
he looked somewhat cream crackered...a 
few hours sleep and then he was off to 
Iceland, like you do...the island not the 
store. It’s all go up here, except when 
the clag comes in, and you find yourself 
watching the airport website for news of 
flights, any flights, going anywhere, any 
time. Actually, the system is superb. Yes, 
you do get delays, but then the airline just 
keeps flying whenever it can, regardless of 
schedules, until it catches up with itself.

But let’s be realistic: the islands’ climate 
is influenced by the warming Atlantic 
Ocean. Together with the remoteness of 
any source of warm airflows, this ensures 
that winters are mild (mean temperature 
3.0 to 4.0°C or 37 to 39°F) while summers 
are cool (mean temperature 9.5 to 10.5°C 
or 49 to 51°F)...no need for bikinis or 
mankinis, then. These are islands...in the 
middle of an ocean...and for those who 
love the ruggedness and climatic vagaries 
of remote Scotland, an absolute gem.

For those also interested in flora and 
fauna, the islands are dominated by seabirds, 
and many sub-species have evolved. Only a 
few species of land mammals are found, all 
introduced by humans. Three species are 
thriving: Mountain Hare (Lepus timidus), Brown 
Rat (Rattus norvegicus) and the House Mouse 
(Mus musculus domesticus). Apart from these, 
there once was a local domestic sheep breed 
called Faroes (depicted on the coat of arms), 
and a variety of feral sheep survived on Little 
Dímun until the mid-19th century. Grey Seals 
(Halichoerus grypus) are common around the 
shorelines. Several species of cetacean live in 
the waters around the Faroe Islands, such as 
killer whales (Orcinus orca) and the Long-finned 
Pilot Whales (Globicephala melaena), which are 
still hunted by the islanders in accordance with 
longstanding local tradition. Some organisations 
and visitors are unhappy with this tradition, but 
this generally reflects a lack of understanding 
both of the way the whales are caught and their 
economic significance to the islanders. It is part 

of the island culture, in the same way that all 
nations have their own cultures and traditions.

My visit was brief, a taster, but it left me with 
a strong desire to return. There’s something 
about islands that attracts an island nation like 
ours, so maybe that desire is not so difficult to 
understand. 

If the island way of life is for you...and you enjoy 
a bit of geocaching...think Faroes, and I don’t 
mean Egyptian.

Information
Terry Marsh was hosted by Faroe Islands Tourism 
(Visit Faroe Islands, www.faroeislands.com), flew 
with Atlantic Airways (www.atlantic.fo/en) from 
London Gatwick, and stayed at the Hotel Føroyar 
(www.hotelforoyar.com).

You can watch a short video about the Faroe 
Island, here.

Geocaching in the Faroe Islands

http://vimeo.com/72309134
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BOOKS
It will soon be that time of year – PressieFest – when everyone buys everyone else the 
perfect gift, just what you’ve always wanted.... On the other hand, you could always 
drop a few hints. Getting out into the countryside is an integral part of geocaching, 
so here are a few books about walking and the history of walking, that might make 
suitable (and different) presents. You won’t get all of them on Amazon; you may have to 
look on eBay or www.abebooks.co.uk.

WANDERLUST: A History of walking. REBECCA SOLNIT
Verso Publishing, 2001
ISBN 1-85984-623-8

The first general history of walking in which the author finds a profound 
relationship between walking and thinking, walking and culture, and argues 
for the necessity of preserving the time and space in which to walk.

THE WILD ROVER: A blistering journey along Britain’s footpaths. MIKE PARKER
Collins, 2011
ISBN 978-0-00-737266-9

The Wild Rover examines the turbulent history of Britain’s footpaths – from the 
Enclosures Acts of the 18th century to the Mass Trespasses on the Lancashire 
Moors in the 19th century, and in the Peak District 40 years later.

BYWAYS, BOOTS & BLISTERS: A History of Walkers and Walking. BILL LAWS
The History Press, 2008
ISBN 978-0-7509-4593-6

This book celebrates the history of walking for leisure and pleasure, and 
confirms the splendid eccentricity of the British, which often involves oddly 
dressed men (and women) opting to walk long distances for not apparent 
reason.

SHANKS’S PONY: A study of walking. MORRIS MARPLES
J.M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 1959

Something of a classic book about walking, and one of the rarest. In this 
mechanised age it is easy to forget that until comparatively recently walking 
was one of the normal ways of getting about, and for many, the only 
way, indicating simply that a man could not afford to ride. Walking was, 
inadvertently, a symbol of status.
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I’m approaching my second 
geocaching anniversary, so 
thought I would share some of 

the experiences that have taken 
me from zero to over 2,000 finds in 
that time.
 My interest in geocaching was piqued by 
a conversation with a friend about mobile phone 
apps. He mentioned this great app he’d found which 
allowed him to find things hidden all over the world. 
 The following weekend I had a friend staying 
with me and we decided to give it a go. I suppose 
you never forget your first cache and naively 
we went to look for the one nearest to home, 
which happened to be a D4 and not your typical 
beginner’s cache. Amazingly we found it and signed 
the log and that was it, we were well and truly bitten 
by the bug. 
 The pattern of what followed is probably 
familiar to many. The free app was upgraded to 
the paid for app. My first GPSr was purchased and 

quickly superceded by another that didn’t require 
me to spend hours writing details down on pieces 
of paper. I devoured all the caches near to home 
before becoming more adventurous, and soon 
developed a preference for caches in the quiet and 
wild places. I do occasionally look for urban caches, 
but rarely feel comfortable while so doing. The act 
of searching in an urban setting is bound to look 
suspicious, and I’m far too self-conscious to ignore 
it.
 So was I running out of steam by the end 
of my first year? Far from it; but I did start thinking 
less about the quantity and more about the quality 
of the caches I found. Then there were the other 
challenges: the day grid and D/T grid needed to be 
filled, and, of course, there’s all those puzzle caches 
to be solved.
 I resisted the temptation to hide a lot of 
caches myself, and to date I’ve had five published 
and two of those are archived. That’s because, 
with the hiding of caches comes responsibility for 
maintenance, and, sadly, there are far too many 
cachers who don’t take this seriously enough. 
I can see that it’s easy to get carried away with 
enthusiasm when starting out, but many who have 
hidden lots of caches have since lost interest and 
stopped being active, but have left the caches 
in place. This ‘geolitter’ often provides a very 
poor experience for cachers and particularly the 
newcomers to our world. It also prevents other 
cachers from placing what could potentially be far 
more interesting caches. I would urge any cache 
owners reading this to maintain their caches, or if 
they are unable or unwilling to do so, then please 
archive them or put them up for adoption.
 So, as I start my third year there are plenty 
of challenges left. There are seven English counties, 
as well as most of those in Scotland and Ireland, yet 
to be coloured in on my profile map and there are 
all those other countries in the world to visit.  There 
are challenge and puzzle caches galore to keep me 
going for years to come. 
 How could anyone ever lose interest? 

Keeping going
Zomblou (Andrew Cook) offers encouragement and advice
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I first knew of geocaching, and registered with 
Groundspeak, in February 2001, when I think 
there were fewer than 40 geocaches in the UK. 

I didn’t find my first cache until April. That was 
Mott the Hoople (GC295), then the nearest to 
home but around 100 miles away in Leicestershire. 
It was notable, as I afterwards found, because it 
was in an area of restricted access due to foot and 
mouth disease, with a penalty of £2000 on those 
who entered – and I had left my signature in the 
cache! Shortly afterwards, we went on holiday 
to Northumberland, which was then a hotbed of 
geocaching, and had three finds in three days. The 
first near my home in Lancashire was Lead Mines 
Clough (GCBEC) on 3rd July 2001, and I’m delighted 
to find it is still active, thanks to The Magna 
Defender. 

Soon, the number of caches grew as more people 
became interested, and by the end of my first year I 
had found 35. But in those early days it was nothing 
unusual to be “First to Find” as much as a couple of 
weeks or more passed after a cache was published. 
The second find on Lead Mines Clough was almost 
two months after ours, and the next after that 
another six weeks, the finder being one of the 
Northumberland crew.

With most Geocachers being sociable creatures, it 
was inevitable that “events” would be organised. 
The first I went to was a typical pub get-together 
in York in February 2002 (GC3319) and I believe it 
was the first in the country. Not long after, in May, 
the Great Yorkshire Cache Hunt (GC4095) was 
organised in the Dalby Forest in North Yorkshire, 
and while not on the scale of Mega events 
attracted cachers from all over and took the form 
of a whole day’s competitive caching with 40 or 
more specially created caches, the day’s winner 
being the gentleman from Northumberland who 
had been the third finder of Lead Mines Clough. If 

you have not been 
to an event yet, do 
so soon – they are 
great fun.

As more and more 
people became 
interested in 
geocaching, they 
became interested 
in the statistics.
The first to find 100 
caches in the UK 
were Slytherin and The Wombles on 27th March 
2002, and it is a mark of the rate at which the game 
caught on that Seasider found his 1000th cache on 
19th March 2004 – I was there! Incidentally, M1EYO 
was the first to 2000, 3000, 4000, 5000 and 6000!

One thing we used to be able to do was set ‘Virtual’ 
caches. This is not the place to discuss the pros and 
cons, but they were very useful if you wanted to 
mark a visit to somewhere that you couldn’t place 
a traditional cache or maintain it, such as when on 
holiday. I have one in Prague that has attracted over 
8500 ‘finds’ since 2002 – a lot of emails to answer! 
There is I believe a virtual in Antarctica, and there 
was one on the Pacific ocean bed.

It would be easy for me to write that it is now 
not like in the old days, a time when most cache 
owners gave a lot of thought to the placing of their 
caches. Many still do and some are very ingenious, 
and some of the puzzles are way beyond me. I have 
had a lot of fun over the years and still do, and have 
met lots of interesting people. To those who have 
set the caches which have attracted me and those 
who have written interesting logs when they have 
found mine I would say a very big ‘Thank you’. Not 
least, too, to the hard working reviewers and those 
who make GAGB tick. Have fun!

In the beginning...
Most Geocachers probably know that the first Geocache was 
hidden in the USA in May 2000. Some claim that the first in the 
UK was only a month later; others that it was January 2001. John 
Stead sheds some light on the early years...

httpL//coord.info/GC295
http://coord.info/GCBEC
http://coord.info/GC3319
http://coord.info/GC4095
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Members discounts...

Geotees: For geocoins, 
travel bugs, caches and more. 
We can also have your own 
coins or tags made for you to 
your design. Please visit us at 
www.geotees.co.uk where 
GAGB members enjoy a 5% 

discount. To get your discount, open an account, 
then PM or email me (Mongoose39uk) through the 
GAGB website before you place your order. This 
only needs to be done once, the discount will then 
be applied to all future orders.

Cicerone 
Press are pleased 
to offer GAGB 
members a discount 

of 20% on all Cicerone titles purchased online at 
www.cicerone.co.uk. 

All members need to do to claim the discount is 
to add the voucher code ‘GAGB’ on the shopping 
basket page of the Cicerone website.

We are pleased to announce 
the renewal of the 15% 
discount from Cotswold 
Outdoor which was offered 
last year.  

More detail and the discount 
code are available from the Members’ Chat section 
of the GAGB forums.

UK geocachers are happy to offer GAGB 
members a 5% discount on their products. In 
order to obtain your discount, you need to email 
UKgeocachers and set up an account, so that the 
discount is applied to each order.

www.ukgeocachers.co.uk

GeocacheKit are 
pleased to be able to offer 
all GAGB members a 5% 
discount on all items on the 
website www.geocachekit.
co.uk. Including geocoins, 
trackables, readymade caches 
and much more.
 

The discount code is available from the Members’ 
Chat section of the GAGB forums.

NE GEOCACHING SUPPLIES are happy to 
offer GAGB members a 5% discount on their wide 
range of geocaching products – see 
www.negeocachingsupplies.co.uk.

 The relevant discount code is available 
from the Members’ Chat section of the GAGB 
forums.

Pulse72Geocaching are happy to 
offer GAGB members a 10% discount on their 
wide range of geocaching products – see 
www.pulse72geocaching.co.uk.

The relevant discount 
code is available from the 
Members’ Chat section of 
the GAGB forums.

Keep track of your
trackables!

 
An interesting and useful site to give you an 
overview of where your trackable items are 
and the different countries they have visited.

 
www.geotastic.com\geotribes


